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After having published the acts of the monasteries of Vatopedi (2008) and Zografou (2014), 

C. Pavlikianov has published in this edition the acts of the monastery of Karakallou from the 

period of 1294-1835. 

The introduction mentions not only the goal of this publication (17-22), but it also 

gives in detail all the works concerning the monastery of Karakallou which have been 

published up to now. The first chapter starts with etymologies of 'Karakallou', then gives a 

closer look at the chronology of the monastery (23-51), and finally mentions all the 

documents from Mount Athos regarding the monastery of Karakallou, dating back to the 

eleventh century. The acts are arranged in chronological order, ending in the 19th century. 

His analytical report mentions the history of the monastery and presents the properties that 

belonged to the monastery together with precise topography of its surroundings. Seven 

images, from the texts, are displayed in the next chapter (51), along with a list of names of 

the monks and hegoumenoi of the monastery of Karakallou for the period of 1076-1821 (52-

54), and a list of the monastery’s landed properties from 1257 until 1806 (54-56). The texts 

then follow, with useful comments and annotations, beginning with the title, date, type of the 

act and its material description, the signatures, an analysis of the text, bibliography relating to 

the text, mentioned documents, the existing editions of the text, prosopography, and 

topography, the Greek text, some corrections, and lastly different readings and biblical 

quotations (61-181). 

The detailed prosopographical and topographical information is very useful for the 

readers. The special terms used in the text are also analytically explained. The text is in 

principle arranged chronologically, because it contains nine Greek documents for the period 

of 1294-1600 and ten documents for the period of 1600-1835. The texts in the appendices are 

arranged thematically: Appendix II contains two Greek charters of Iberian (Georgian) 

aristocrats dated from the 17th century; Appendix III has four Slavic documents of the 18th 
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century; Appendix IV includes three false acts and copies of documents whose originals are 

not kept in the monastery of Karakallou. 

Some of these documents were unpublished before this edition, namely the acts No. 3, 

5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, making new sources available for 

research. Concerning the contents of the texts, some of them are relating to recapitulation (No. 

11), sale (No. 3, 9) or exchange of property (No. 15, 22), or other issues concerning the 

property of the monastery (No. 2, 28). Others relate to donations (No. 16, 18), 

excommunication (No. 10), income (No. 4), paid taxes (No. 5), problems or issues discussed 

in the Synaxis on Mount Athos which gathered in Karyai (No. 6, 13, 14), and the borders 

between monasteries (No. 7, 12, 27). A few documents indicate financial support towards the 

monastery of Karakallou from the Moldavian princess Roxandra (No. 8), from the archbishop 

and Katholikos patriarch of Georgia, Dometios (No. 20), and from the ruler of Georgia, 

Vakhtang V (No. 21). Some texts also concern requests for financial support of the monastery 

from the metropolitan of Kjustendil and Kratovo Athanasios to the inhabitants of his eparchy 

(No. 23), from the metropolitan of Samokov Symeon to the inhabitants of his eparchy (No. 

24), and from the hegoumenos of the monastery of Karakallou to Slavic-speaking Christians 

(No. 25), or even the financial distress of the monastery under the Ottoman authorities (No. 

17, 19). Lastly, chrysobulls, one of which is said to be falsified, from the emperor 

Andronikos II Palaiologos concern the properties of the monastery of Karakallou (No. 1, 26). 

Plates are given with the relevant acts (184-252) after the edited texts, most of which 

are photographs of the original documents. This is very important for scientific research, 

since most of these documents are kept on Mount Athos and are not easily accessible for 

researchers. Moreover, many maps are given in the last part of the book (254-266), which 

refer to the toponyms mentioned in the edited texts. 

Editing these documents must have been a demanding and time-consuming process 

because of the many abbreviations used in the texts, poor legibility, or completely illegible 

passages due to damaged or missing parts of the documents. What is most admirable in this 

edition, however, are the analytical and precise descriptions and explanations of all peoples, 

places, terms, historical information, and chronological references, which accompany the 

texts. With these complicated tasks, the author has successfully provided a reliable and useful 

edition of this collection of important acts. 
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